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Lord, to whom shall we go?

I.  We can’t get to you on our own

II.   We would fall away without you

60 On hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?”  61 Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, “Does this offend you?  62 What if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before!  63 The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life.  64 Yet there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus had known from the beginning which of them did not believe and who would betray him.  65 He went on to say, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless the Father has enabled him.”  66 From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him.  67 “You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve.  68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.  69 We believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.” 

In a small rural Midwest town, a family of eight sat down to eat supper in their home.  Father was about to lead the family in giving thanks for their food when he looked up and asked, “Where’s Danny?”  The children looked at each other and shrugged their shoulders.  Mother heard noises from an upstairs bedroom.  “Start without me.  I’ll be right back.”  She walked into the bedroom.  There on the bottom bunk lay a small suitcase, open, half filled with clothes, toys, and a box of crackers from the pantry.  Little Danny was buried in the closet obviously looking for something.  “Are you going on a trip?”  Danny jumped, startled by his mother’s presence.  Not even looking from the closet he replied, “I’m running away,” and continued to rummage.  Mother sat on the bed and said, “Why are you running away?”  Danny replied, “Andy was mean to me.”  “Where are you going?”  Danny immediately said, “Away from here.”  Well, where are you going to live?  Where are you going to get food for tomorrow and the next day?”  Danny stopped for a moment and sheepishly said, “I don’t know.”  
At one point in his ministry many of Jesus’ disciples abandoned him.  Like little Danny, it those disciples who had left their Teacher really thought about it, where were they going to go?  It is my prayer that as we study chapter six of John’s Gospel together, you too will say with the apostle Peter, “Lord, to whom shall we go?  We can’t get to you on our own.  We would fall away without you.”  
I.  We can’t get to you on our own.   “We can’t attack those people; they are stronger than we are.  We are like grasshoppers in their sight.  The walls of their cities reach to the skies.”  (Num 13)  Of the twelve spies sent by Moses to explore the Promised Land, ten came back with a negative report.  To their human reason these ten men could not see how the nation of Israel could defeat an enemy who was far superior to the Israelite army?  These 10 men swayed popular opinion.  As punishment for not listening to Joshua and Caleb, the two faithful spies, the LORD pronounced a sentenced on the people, “You will wander this desert for forty years.”  The people cried out with half-hearted repentance.  “We have sinned,” they said!  “You were right.  We were wrong.  Let’s go and defeat these bad guys!”  But Moses said, “No, even if you attack now, the LORD will not be with you because you didn’t listen the first time.”  The people still did not listen.  A large group of Israelites attacked the Amalakites, who defeated them soundly.  Who did the Israelites think they could defeat without the LORD on their side? 
Jesus once said, “I am the vine, you are the branches.  If a man remains in me, and I in him, he will bear much fruit, apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15)  What can we do without Christ?  What do we have without our Savior?  We have ourselves.  But can we on our own make Jesus our possession?  In verse 63 of John chapter 6 Jesus said, “The flesh counts for nothing.”  The sinful human nature does you no good.  It cannot lead you to Christ.  It only leads you to yourself.  I saw a bumper sticker on a truck at the grocery store yesterday. It read, “It’s all about me!”  That’s exactly what your sinful nature says.  I am the way to salvation.  I can earn God’s favor.  I can obtain faith by my own personal decision.  King Solomon wrote, “There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.” (Prov 16:25)  Our best ideas to try to obtain faith, salvation or make God smile on us only lead to death, both physical and spiritual.  
Jesus said, “The Spirit gives life.  The words I have spoken to you are Spirit and they are life.” (vs63)  We cannot get to God on our own.  So God came to us.  In this same chapter of John, Jesus said to his disciples, “No one comes to me unless the Father draws him.” (vs44)  Coming to faith in Jesus is never a human achievement.  People do not come to Christ on their own initiative.  The Father pulls sinners to himself.  He dragged you to himself.  He sent the Spirit, who came to you through the words of Jesus.  His words bring faith.  The apostle Paul wrote to the Romans 10:17, “Faith comes from hearing the message and the message is heard through the Word of Christ.”  Maybe these words from Christ are the words that brought you life, “I baptize you in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.”  When those words were spoken and water was applied to you your old sinful self was drowned and died.  In its place the Spirit created a new person, who lives by faith.  That faith continues to grow when it studies and hears the words of life, words that tell us how Christ came to you, found you and saved you.  Words from Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.  The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”  That old, nasty sinful nature was nailed to the cross with Jesus’ feet and hands.  It died there with Jesus.  In its place the Spirit created that new person who lives by faith.  The new person no longer has the opinion that “It’s all about me.” Now, it’s all about Jesus.  He is the one that brought me to faith.  He is the one that rescued me from death with his death and resurrection.  Now, your new person confesses with Peter, “You have the words of eternal life.  We believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.” (vs69)  Without Christ, none of us can confess, “Jesus is Lord.” (1Corinthians 12:3)  Without faith in Jesus as our Savior we would be dead.  But Jesus has made us alive through his Word.  Not only does Jesus provide the words that bring us out of death to life, these words continue to keep us disciples of Christ.

II.   We would fall away without you.  I had the privilege of attending a Lutheran high school for four years, where we had chapel everyday (heard a devotion, sang a hymn and prayed), where the curriculum incorporate the students through some kind of religion classes every week.  Last year one of the members of my class set up a web site.  There the class of ’96 can post pictures of their families, reminisce about old times, and talk about whatever.  Recently a classmate posted a comment about how she went through a difficult time in her life and how the Lord led her through it and gave her strength through his Word.  Another classmates, I’ll call her Jill, posted a reply that made me sad and very concerned for her soul.    “Well, God’s Word hasn’t been that way for me.  You see, when I graduated from high school, lived on my own for a couple of years, I saw what life was really like.  Since then I’ve been agnostic.  I believe there is higher being somewhere out there.  But I believe that there is truth in every religion.  Hey, anything that teaches you to live a good life, to be kind to others, to be the best person you can be… what can be wrong with it?  Maybe someday I’ll come back to Christianity, but until that point, I’ll just keep on rambling.”  I pray that she does come back.  It only took two years for Jill to fall away from the truth.      

Jesus’ disciples had the privilege of listening to his sermons everyday.  One day a sermon made many of them cringe, as when nails are dragged across a chalkboard.  Jesus had just said, “I am the Bread of Life.  Whoever eats of this bread will live forever.  This bread is my flesh which I will give for the life of the world.  Unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you.” (John 6:51)  Jesus was not talking about Holy Communion in this section of Scripture.  He was saying, “This bread that I give to you is my Word.  If anyone eats and drinks my Word, they will have life.  If you don’t, you will not have eternal life.”  If I had been a follower of Jesus I would have been shocked to hear him say, “Eat my flesh and drink my blood.”  But that’s not why they left.  If you read that section of Scripture, Jesus explained himself in a clear manner.  It was that his words were understood so well that the hearts of these men rebelled.  They just couldn’t accept it as truth.  “You’re the only way to salvation?  That’s a hard teaching to accept!”  Many walked away never to return again.  

Once again, the culprit is that nasty old sinful nature.  The sinful flesh is good for nothing.  Not only does the sinful nature make it impossible to come to Christ on our own, but he also makes it hard to follow Jesus.  It wants you to question and abandon the words of life.  Let’s use Jill as an example.  She said that in every religion there is some good.  Scripture is very clear that being a good person and doing good to others alone will not get you to heaven.  What words of Jesus does your sinful nature use against you, to make it difficult for you to follow Jesus?  How about close(d) communion?  Here’s an example.  A young soldier walked into our church two months ago.  It was a Sunday on which we were celebrating the Lord’s Supper.  He informed me that he was Lutheran, but from another church body.  This other synod does not teach all of the Scriptures correctly.  I politely instructed him as to why the Scriptures do not permit us to allow just any one to come up to the table for communion, even if they are Lutheran from another synod.  He did not like this answer and has not returned since.  The sinful nature would say, “Let’s throw out that teaching.  More people would come to our church!”  
Maybe you’ve witnessed injustice or experienced it firsthand.  You have a difficult time respecting those who had abused the system and the authorities who believe them.  Your sinful nature says, “Take matters into your own hands. Don’t wait for God to deal with them. Revenge, hate…”  The Lord says, “Vengeance is mine.  I will repay.  Respect the government.”  Or how about the teaching that all will not be saved for eternity?  That doesn’t seem fair to the sinful nature.  It shouldn’t matter what religion you practice.  They all lead to the same place, don’t they?  Jesus himself said, “I am the way the truth and the life; no one comes to the Father except through me.” Any religion that deviates from the teaching that Jesus is the only way to heaven leads its people down a destructive path.  

The point is, if we listen to our sinful natures and our human reason long enough, then we, like my classmate Jill, or many of Jesus’ disciples, will fall away.  Today Jesus turns to you and me and asks, “You do not want to leave too, do you?”  We have no option but to respond by faith, “Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.”  When your sinful nature causes you to question, to challenge, to disbelieve, go back to the words of life.  The way you will remain walking with Jesus, is to stay in his Word, to eat the Bread of Life daily.  Maybe it happens that you don’t understand a teaching of the Bible.  Your neighbor or coworker will challenge you about your beliefs.  Then come to one of our Bible studies during the week.  Get back to the basics with Bible Information Class.  Learn about God’s Law and Gospel and how they apply to your life.  Study the book of Mark with us on Wednesday morning.  Enrich your worship life and attend our new Sunday morning class on “Designing a Worshipful Environment.”  There you will learn these “hard teachings” of Jesus and how to combat the false teachings that our sinful natures and human reason bring up.  

Little Danny, where are you going?  I don’t know.  Disciples, where are you going?  We don’t know.  My dear friends, where are you going?  Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.  We could not get to you on our own.  We would fall away without you.  May the Lord Jesus keep you forever in his Word, for it is Spirit and it is life.  Amen.  

